Letter on sunlight
To: Oakland City Planning Department and Oakland City Council 
From: [Name]
Date: January 15, 2026 
Subject: Support for a Welcoming and Light-Filled Senior Community at 6230 Claremont

Dear Planning Commissioners and City Council Members,
My name is [Name], and I have called the Rockridge neighborhood home for [XX] years. I live just [X blocks / X feet] from the current Red Cross site, and I am writing to share my optimistic support for the new chapter beginning at 6230 Claremont.
Supporting Our Seniors
I am very much in favor of this project moving forward. Providing dedicated homes for our seniors near the heart of our transit and local services is a vital step for Oakland. It is an excellent use of the current space, transforming an unused office and parking lot into a vibrant place for people to thrive and stay connected to our community.
Creating a "Good Neighbor" Through Design
While I fully support the mission of this development, I believe we have a wonderful opportunity to refine the building’s shape so it feels like a natural part of our streets. My neighbors and I would love to see adjustments to the building’s overall volume and the use of tiered upper levels—particularly where the building meets the homes on Auburn and Florio Streets.
Thoughtful recesses and stepping the height downward would help preserve the afternoon and winter light that is so essential to the character of our neighborhood.
The Value of Our Shared Sunlight
[Insert Personal Story Here: e.g., "In the winter, the way the low sun warms my living room and dries the morning dew off the sidewalk is what makes my daily walks feel safe and restorative. This light is the heartbeat of our street, nourishing our local gardens and providing the energy that keeps our neighborhood feeling bright and open."]
A building designed to "breathe" and allow the sun to reach the ground benefits everyone—especially the seniors living within it. Abundant natural light creates a sense of orientation and comfort that is so important as we age.
A Lasting Community Asset
I intend to be a great neighbor to the new residents of this building, and I am truly excited to welcome them. I am confident that with a few adjustments to the building’s silhouette, we can ensure that 6230 Claremont is a "good neighbor" in return—a lasting asset that respects the human scale of Rockridge.
Thank you for your time and for your commitment to our neighborhood’s future.
Warmly,
[Name] [Address]

