Letter on height and massing – Helping the Building Fit Rockridge
Dear Planning Commissioners and Council Members,
My name is [Name], and I have called Rockridge home for [XX] years. Living just [X blocks] from 6230 Claremont, I care deeply about how our neighborhood grows and changes. I am writing to share my genuine enthusiasm for this project and to offer a few thoughts on how we can ensure it feels like a natural extension of our community.
A Gentle Transition
I am incredibly glad to see senior housing coming to this site. It is vital that our elders have a place to stay within the neighborhood they love. To make this new home feel truly "Rockridge," my neighbors and I believe the building’s silhouette could be softened where it meets Auburn and Florio Streets. By tapering the height as it nears these residential corners, the building will feel less like a structure and more like a neighbor.
Reflecting the Rockridge Rhythm
Our streets have a unique "ebb and flow"—a rhythm of smaller homes and apartments that range from two to four stories. To keep that charm intact, we suggest:
· Layering the upper floors: Using recessed balconies and terraced levels to keep the skyline feeling open and airy.
· Varying the face of the building: Instead of a single flat surface, using indentations and alternating textures to break up the visual weight. This ensures the building feels like a collection of cozy spaces rather than one large block.
Why Scales Matters to Us
Rockridge is defined by its intimacy. [Insert personal story here, e.g., “I’ve always loved how the sunlight hits the low rooflines on my afternoon walks, creating a cozy, tucked-away feeling even though we are in the heart of the city.”]
These thoughtful refinements would allow the project to meet our city's important housing goals while honoring the human scale that makes our neighborhood so special. We are excited to welcome new residents to the area and look forward to working with the developers to make 6230 Claremont the best neighbor it can be.
With appreciation,
[Your Name]

