
Privacy Setbacks and Livability- supporting comfortable homes for everyone
To: Oakland City Planning Department and Oakland City Council 
From: [Name] 
Date: January 15, 2026 
Subject: Cultivating a Harmonious and Private Community at 6230 Claremont Avenue

Dear Planning Commissioners and Council Members,
My name is [Name], and I have lived [X blocks / X feet] from the proposed project site for [XX] years. I am writing today to express my support for the senior housing project at 6230 Claremont. I believe this development has the potential to be a wonderful, long-term addition to Rockridge, and I want to ensure it succeeds as a thoughtful neighbor.
The Value of a Private Sanctuary
One of the most cherished aspects of living in Rockridge is the sense of peace we find in our homes. The privacy provided by our garden spaces, mature trees, and the gentle distance between buildings is what makes our neighborhood feel so livable and restorative.
[Insert Personal Story:] For example: "I have spent years nurturing the oak trees in my yard specifically to create a quiet canopy where my family can gather. That feeling of being in a private sanctuary, while still being steps away from the energy of College Avenue, is exactly why we love calling this block home."
Designing for Mutual Comfort
To ensure this project enhances the neighborhood for everyone, my neighbors and I see an excellent opportunity to strengthen livability by increasing the breathing room (the distance from the property line) along Auburn and Florio Streets.
By pairing a more generous footprint with lush landscaping and strategic window placement, the project can achieve several goals:
· Reduce direct sightlines: Thoughtful positioning helps ensure that neither the existing neighbors nor the new residents feel "overlooked," creating a sense of ease for everyone.
· Enhance the streetscape: More space for greenery along the sidewalk creates a softer, more welcoming transition that matches the character of our residential streets.
· Improve well-being: A quieter, more secluded environment will be a significant benefit to the seniors moving into the building, offering them the same sense of "home" we value so highly.
Building Connections Through Respect
The future residents of 6230 Claremont will be our neighbors, and we truly look forward to welcoming them into our community. By balancing an open, inviting design with a deep respect for personal privacy, this project can foster genuine connections while ensuring that every resident—new and old—feels fully at home in their own space.
I am optimistic that with these small refinements, this project will become a beacon of thoughtful, community-centered design in Oakland.
Warmly,
[Name] [Address]

