Privacy, Setback and Livability – Protecting how neighbors use their homes

To: Oakland City Planning Department and Oakland City Council 
From: [Name] 
Date: January 15, 2026 
Subject: Designing for Harmony and Privacy at 6230 Claremont Avenue

Dear Planning Commissioners and Council Members,
My name is [Name], and I have lived [X blocks / X feet] from 6230 Claremont for the past [XX] years. I am writing to you today because I am genuinely happy to see the senior housing project moving forward. I believe that welcoming new residents to this site is a wonderful step for our community, and I want to ensure the building itself becomes a beloved, long-term neighbor.
Protecting the Sanctuary of Home
One of the things that makes Rockridge so special is the balance between our vibrant public spaces and the quiet sanctuary of our homes. Our yards, trees, and the graceful distance between houses are what allow us to feel truly at ease in our own spaces.
[Insert Personal Story: e.g., "I spend many of my weekends tending to my garden or reading on my back porch. That sense of being tucked away in a private green space, even in the middle of a city, is what has kept me in this home for two decades."]
Small Adjustments for Big Impact
To ensure that both current neighbors and future residents feel comfortable and "at home," my neighbors and I would love to see the project team increase the breathing room between the new building and the street, particularly along Auburn and Florio Streets.
By creating a more generous buffer and focusing on thoughtful window placement and lush landscaping, we can:
· Preserve the feeling of privacy for the families who have lived here for years.
· Enhance the living experience for the seniors moving in, ensuring their views are framed by greenery rather than looking directly into someone else’s living room.
· Soften the building’s presence so it feels like it has always belonged among our trees and gardens.
A Community Built on Respect
We are looking forward to visiting and getting to know our new neighbors once they move in. We truly want to create an environment that feels open and welcoming, while still respecting the personal privacy that makes our neighborhood so livable.
By making these small but significant shifts in the building’s footprint and greenery, we can ensure that 6230 Claremont is a success for everyone. Thank you for your time and for helping us shape a project that truly respects the character of our community.
Warmly,
[Name] [Address]

